
LEGAL NOTICE 
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

PUBLIC HEARING 
URBAN RENEWAL PLAN 

9-March-2016 
7:30 P.M. 
MINUTES 

  
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster will hold a Public 
Hearing ON March 9, 2016  at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as time permits for the purpose of 
obtaining public input regarding  the Urban Renewal Plan for the Brewster Urban Renewal 
Area.   Text of the proposed Urban Renewal Plan, are  available to the general public in the 
Village Clerk’s office or online at www.brewstervillage-ny.gov at least 10 days in advance of the 
Public hearing.                                                                                          
  
The Public Hearing will take place at St. Lawrence O’Toole Gymnasium, 34-36 Prospect St., 
Brewster, NY 10509, at 7:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as time permits on March 9, 
2016.  Anyone wishing to be heard may do so as time permits.  The Village of Brewster will make 
every effort to assure that the hearing is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Anyone 
requiring special assistance and /or reasonable accommodations should contact the Village 
Clerk.  Text of the Local Law is available in Village Hall or online at www.brewstervillage-ny.gov  
  
Dated: 17-February-2016 
  
BY ORDER OF THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
PETER BREWSTER HANSEN 
VILLAGE CLERK 
 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Public Hearing on March 9, 2016 at 7:30 
P.M. at St. Lawrence O’Toole Gymnasium, 34-36 Prospect St., Brewster, NY 10509 

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig  
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini   
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault, Erin Meagher 
Village Engineer:   John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
 
Mayor Schoenig motions to open the public hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
 
Mayor Schoenig introduces Ted Cutler from Tecton Architects who provided a conceptual 
presentation on potential outcomes of development in the urban renewal area.  Presentation is 
attached to these minutes. 
 

http://www.brewstervillage-ny.gov/
http://www.brewstervillage-ny.gov/


Mayor Schoenig thanks Mr. Cutler and opens the floor to comments from the public. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Joe Lambert.  Mr. Lambert says any sort of change is difficult to 
accept.  Mr. Lambert thanks the current board members and prior board members for their 
efforts to bring forward the contemplated changes.  Mr. Lambert says change is progress and 
change is finally coming to Brewster.  Mr. Lambert says if we had a food truck, a mime, and a 
one-man band that would be progress compared to what it is currently on Main Street.  Mr. 
Lambert says he wants his and his family’s quality of life to improve and this Urban Renewal Plan 
will help to make that happen. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Vince Ferrandino.  Mr. Ferrandino asks who Tecton Architect’s 
represents here tonight.  Mayor Schoenig says that he is representing the developer.  Mr. 
Ferrandino says he was hired by Robert P. Morini and 11 affected property owners in the Village 
of Brewster.  Mr. Ferrandino said he and his firm prepared a blight study for the Village of 
Brewster in 2011, which the Village adopted but did not act to pursue urban renewal at that 
time.  Mr. Ferrandino read his remarks into the record and these remarks are attached and 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Daniel Leary, Esq.  Mr. Leary represents Robert P. Morini and 11 
affected property owners in the Village.   Mr. Leary read his remarks into the record and these 
remarks are attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes George Sohn.  Mr. Sohn says he has been involved in the Village of 
Brewster for the last 25 years and has worked closely with the Spanish community and St. 
Lawrence Church during that time.  Mr. Sohn says when he hears the words “Urban Renewal” 
he thinks of three words; disruption, dislocation, and dispossession.  Mr. Sohn says there are 
people here who have established roots and have served this community for 20 years or more.  
Mr. Sohn says he finds a lot of vitality in this community and when the village talks about urban 
renewal the end result will be gentrification.  Mr. Sohn cites a recent article by Maureen Dowd 
in the NY Times saying developers are greedy.    Mr. Sohn says there have been a number of 
improvements to property and infrastructure in recent years and thinks the changes have been 
wonderful.  Mr. Sohn says there are those in elected office some years ago who maligned the 
Village and he does not see that overt discrimination anymore but there may be undercurrents 
that are driving this effort at urban renewal.  Mr. Sohn says that the housing values on the upper 
part of the village will rise but it will be at the expense of the people in the other half of the 
village.  Mr. Sohn says there are many in the Hispanic community who consider the Village of 
Brewster their home, their children attend the Brewster School District, and their family attends 
the church.  These people are an integral part of this community and he does not think urban 
renewal will be fair to these people and asks the Board of Trustees to think of these people. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Jack Gress.  Mr. Gress read his remarks into the record and these 
remarks are attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Rick Stockburger.  Mr. Stockburger read his remarks into the record 
and these remarks are attached and made a part of these minutes. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Terri Stockburger.  Ms. Stockburger says she was on the Board of 
Trustees for 10 years and was surprised at the content of the documents when she looked at 



them.  Ms. Stockburger read her remarks into the record and these remarks are attached and 
made a part of these minutes. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Richard Skjerli.  Mr. Skjerli says he is pastor of Fountain of Grace 
Church here in the Village of Brewster and has been in the village since 1987.  Mr. Skjerli is a 
little concerned about how urban renewal came about and did not involve himself in the 
planning process in the past.  Mr. Skjerli says we are all for revitalizing the village and has 
worked in the community for 25 years or so trying to make the community better.  Mr. Skjerli 
says there are two communities in this village and we need to bring a divided community back 
together, not raise up one community at the expense of another.  Mr. Skjerli said about 18 
months ago he and his congregation agreed to buy 4-10 Park Street to make a community 
center and proceeded to acquire the property for their church.  The property was finally 
purchased in June or July 2015 and he and the church proceeded to discuss plans to provide 
services to the community utilizing this property.  Mr. Skjerli says he was very surprised to learn 
that the area in question was in the urban renewal zone and nobody told him about what the 
village was planning for the area.  Mr. Skjerli says had he known he may not have purchased the 
property.  Mr. Skjerli says he recognizes the village government is doing its best to bring 
revitalization to the village but thinks there is a better way than throwing a stone into the 
middle and watching the ripple effect.  Mr. Skjerli says there are other opportunities to 
redevelop the village without his properties being affected.  Mr. Skjerli says the Garden Street 
School is one such opportunity.  Mr. Skjerli says the law protects his church from eminent 
domain and says he is willing to work with the village to redevelop certain areas in the village 
but he wants to continue serving this community without displacing many in this village.   
 
Mayor Schoenig says he is surprised that no one disclosed the blight study or plan for urban 
renewal to Mr. Skjerli prior to his acquisition of the property. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Frank Marshal.  Mr. Marshall says the concept drawings presented 
are outstanding but they will displace a lot of people.  Mr. Marshall says that Mayor Schoenig 
says he will not use eminent domain. 
 
Mayor Schoenig says he never said that. 
 
Mr. Marshall says that he sees a huge lawsuit against the village and went on to say that the 
village did not have the money to take these properties.  Mr. Marshall says we elected this 
Board of Trustees but there is an election coming up and maybe things will change unless this 
board pushes through this plan.  Mr. Marshall says he has been here eight years and he has not 
seen any welcome change during that time.  Mr. Marshall says there are more absentee 
landlords and neglected properties than ever, the businesses on Main Street do not improve 
their properties and he does not hear anything positive from them until now that they are 
threatened.  Mr. Marshall says there are many questions that have been asked and they remain 
unanswered and this grand concept of improvements is just pie in the sky.  
 
Mayor Schoenig says we are going to hand out some cards in case anyone had any questions but 
were unable or unwilling to speak in public.  Mr. Schoenig asks if there are any more questions. 
 
Mayor Schoenig recognizes Andrea Dunham.  Ms. Dunham says she has lots of mixed emotions 
about tonight, likes and respects her neighbors, is active in the community, and does not want 



to see anyone marginalized.  Ms. Dunham says she has not seen any effort by the government 
to reach out into the community and spur revitalization.  Ms. Dunham says there are some nice 
homes and there are some deteriorated properties and has a hard time reconciling the changes 
needed versus the potential disruption to her own private property.  Ms. Dunham says she does 
not want the village government to forget the people who create the community and wants to 
do something now to bring things together and not wait for the pie in the sky idea to come to 
fruition. Ms. Dunham asks what’s next. 
 
Counsel Molé says the next steps are the Village Board work sessions where the comments 
received will be reviewed on March 14 and 15, 2016.  The Board of Trustees may cause 
additional work sessions to be called but that remains to be seen. 
 
Karen Saunders asks Robert Morini what his plan is for the Village of Brewster since he is the 
one spear-heading this opposition to the Urban Renewal Plan and has left his property vacant 
and in a dilapidated condition on Main Street for twenty years.  Ms. Saunders asks Mr. Morini 
what his plan is. 
 
Counsel Molé says the purpose of this hearing is for public comment to the Village Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Mr. Skjerli asks if there will be a referendum for this development.   
 
Counsel Molé says there is no requirement for a referendum and there is no plan by the Village 
Board to conduct a referendum and that is not how the Urban Renewal works.  Mr. Molé says 
the time for public input is here and now at this public hearing. 
 
Deputy Mayor Piccini says that the Urban Renewal Plan may be revised as long as the changes 
are not substantial.  If the changes are deemed substantial then the Plan would probably have 
to have another public hearing. 
 
Jim Bruen asks if the process includes the whole urban regeneration or is the board’s plan to 
take one zone at a time.   
 
Deputy Mayor Piccini says the comments will be reviewed at our work sessions and there is no 
way to predict what the project scope and schedule will be at this time. 
   
Mr. Marshall says we have specific questions that are never answered and everybody is going to 
sue the village.   
 
Deputy Mayor Piccini says we have told you our next steps which are work sessions on Monday 
March 14, 2016 at 6:30PM and Tuesday March 15, 2016 at 6:30 PM at Village Hall, 50 Main 
Street, Brewster, NY 10509. 
 
Frank Marshall directs his comment to the Mayor.   
 
Mayor Schoenig says he is not going to comment as his words will not be repeated accurately, 
for example, the claim that I said there would be no eminent domain.  I never ever said that.  I 
have said that eminent domain would be a last resort. 



 
Mark Anderson says the Mayor should now say there will not be eminent domain. 
 
Mayor Schoenig says he will not say that. 
 
Mr. Skjerli asks if he is at liberty to improve his property. 
 
Counsel Molé says there is nothing stopping a property owner from improving his property. 
 
Mr. Skjerli says he does not want to spend thirty or forty thousand dollars and have the money 
be wasted if the board determines a different direction for the property. 
 
Jack Gress asks about the DEP property in section 1 and wonders if the board has reviewed the 
process to obtain that land and at one time was attempting to gain control over that land.   
 
Mayor Schoenig says we are still in the process of acquiring that land. 
 
Mayor Schoenig thanks Father Gill for allowing the board to use the St. Lawrence Church facility 
for this public hearing. 
 
Mayor Schoenig motions to close the public hearing, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
 
Comments received in writing prior to the public hearing and hereby included and attached and 
made a part of these minutes:  (note, some of these comments were read into the record at the 
public hearing, others are included as a matter of record.) 

1. Jack Gress 
2. Rick & Terri Stockburger 
3. Terri Stockburger 
4. Bob Dumont 
5. Andrea Dunham and Christopher Riccio 
6. Karen Hill and Frank Marshall 

 
Additional hand-written comments received at the conclusion of the public hearing and hereby 
included and attached and made a part of these minutes: 

1. Denis and Catherine O’Sullivan 
2. Renee Diaz 
3. Rick Lowell 
4. Janet Ward 
5. Karen Hill 
6. Anonymous  



Tecton Architects Presentation: 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

 











 



































 









 
  



Handwritten questions received at the public hearing: 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
Anonymous: 

 
Audio recording of March 9, 2016 meeting – click link to access .wma file for playback 

http://www.brewstervillage-ny.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=111&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Minutes-BOT&download_file=JSROOT/Minutes-BOT/2016_03_09_BOT_URP_Public_Hearing_at_St._Lawrence.WMA

